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SUBJECT: CDU WINS COMMUNAL ELECTIONS IN HESSEN 

1 . THE CDU WON A STUNNING VICTORY WIDELY DESCRIBED AS A 
LANDSLIDE- IN THE HESSEN-WIDE COMMUNAL ELECTIONS ON 
MARCH 20, UNSEATING SPD ABSOLUTE MAJORITIES IN FIVE 

OF THE LAND'S SIX CHARTERED CITIES AND MAKING LARGE 
GAINS IN ALMOST ALL COUNTIES AND COMMUNITIES. 
SEVENTY-FIVE PERCENT OF THE 3.9. MILLION ELIGIBLE 
VOTERS PARTICIPATED IN THE ELECTION; A DECREASE 
COMAPRED TO 1972, WHEN THE VOTER TURNOUT (SPURRED 
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BY AN UPCOMING FEDERAL ELECTION) REACHED 81.4 PERCENT. 
THE HESSEN COMMUNAL ELECTION IS THE ONLY ONE 
SCHEDULED TO TAKEPLACE IN THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC THIS 
YEAR AND IS CONSEQUENTLY REGARDED AS A BELLWETHER 
BY SOME OBSERVERS. 

2. IN FRANKFURT THE CDU WON AN ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 
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ON MARCH 20, PUTTING AN END TO 30 YEARS OF SPD RULE 
IN THE CITY. (HOWEVER, SINCE THE LORD MAYOR IS 
ELECTED BY THE CITY PARLIAMENT FOR SIX- YEAR 
TERM THE SPD'S RUDI ARNDT WILL GOVERN UNTIL 
APRIL 1978 WHEN HE WILL BE SUCCEEDED BY CDU BUNDESTAG 
DEPUTY WALTER WALT .MANN WHO LED THE CDU DRIVE IN 
FRANKFURT.) IN WIESBADEN AND LAHN THE CDU ALSO WON 
ABSOLUTE MAJORITIES; THE SPD, WHICH HAD FORMERLY 
CONTROLLED ALL THREE CITIES, SUFFERED HEAVY LOSSES 
IN DARMSTADT AND OFFENBACH THE CDU REPLACED THE 
SPD AS THE LARGEST PARTY BUT FELL SHORT OF THE 50 PER- 
CENT MARK, WHILE IN KASSEL THE SPD ALTHOUGH LOOSING 
HEAVILY MANAGED TO REMAIN THE LARGEST PARTY AND WILL 
CONTINE TO GOVERN BY A ONE-SEAT MAJORITY IN THE CITY 
PARLIAMENT. 

3. RESULTS IN THE COUNTRY COUNCIL (LANDKREIS) 

ELECTIONS WERE SIMILAR TO THOS IN THE LARGE CITIES, 

WITH THE CDU CLEARLY THE VICTOR. THE SPD LOST VOTES 
IN 17 OF THE 18 DISTRICTS WHERE THE RESULTS HAVE BEEN 
ANNOUNCED: THE CDU PICKED UP VOTES IN ALL 18 DISTRICTS. 

ON THE COMMUNITY LEVEL THE CDU BECAME THE LARGEST PARTY 
OVERALL; ITS SHARE OF THE VOTE INCREASED AN AVERAGE 
OF MORE THAN 10 PERCENT. 

4. EVEN TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE HISTORICAL PATTERN 

IN WHICH THE BONN GOVERNMENT PARTY OF PARTIES TEND TO 
LOSE IN LOCAL ELECTIONS FOLLOWING NATIONAL ELECTIONS 
THE OUTCOME IN HESSEN REMAINS A SEVERE DEFEAT FOR THE PSPD 
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AND A MAJOR VICTORY FOR THE CDU, THE EXTEN OF WHICH 
SURPRISED EVEN CDU POLITICIANS. SPD LOSSES WERE 
ESPECIALLY SEVERE IN SOUTH HESSEN WHERE THE PARTY HAS 
A REPUTATION FOR DOCTRINAIRE LEFT-WING CAUSES. IT WAS 
LESS SEVERE IN NORTH HESSEN WHERE THE SPD HAS GENERALLY 
BEEN DOMINATED BY ITS MORE CONSERVATIVE ELEMENTS. WHILE 
THE FDP BARELY MANAGED TO HOLD ITS OWN STATEWIDE, IT LOST 
SUBSTANTIALLY FOR ITS SMALL SIZE IN MAJOR URBAN CENTERS. 

5. A VARIETY OF CAUSES HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THE OUTCOME. 
NATIONAL LEVEL EVENTS PARTICULARLY THE PENSION AFFAIR 
AND MOST RECENTLY THE MUCH PUBLICIZED WIRETAPPING 
INCIDENTS NO DOUBT HAD SOME 

ADVERSE EFFECT ON BOTH THE SPD AND FDP. ASSERTIONS 
OF LOCAL SCANDALS INVOLVING ALLEGATIONS THAT 
FRANKFURT LORD MAYOR RUDI ARNDT MAY HAVE ACCEPTED A 
CONTRIBUTION TO THE SPD PARTY COFFERS IN RETURN 
FOR BUILDING RIGHTS AT THE FRANKFURT AIRPORT AND 
VESTIGES OF THE SCANDAL INVOLVING THE HESSISCHES 
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LANDESBANK DID NOT HELP THE IMAGE OF THE SOCIAL 
DEMOCRATS. LOCAL ISSUES WERE IMPORTANT IN SOME 
CASES ESPECIALLY IN LAHN CITY WHERE AN ADMINISTRATIVE 
REFORM MERGING THE CITIES OF GIESSEN AND WETZLAR 
HAS BEEN UNDER HEAVY FIRE AND DREW A HIGHLY 
AD VERS VOTER REASCTION. IN DARMSTADT WHERE THE 
SPD LOST ALMOST 15 PERCENT OF THE VOTE COMPARED 
TO 1972 AND WHERE EIGHT PERCENT WERE GRANERED 
BY INDEPENDENT VOTER GROUPS LOCAL ISSUES ALSO PALYED 
AN IMPORTANT BUT BY NO MEANS EXCLUSIVE ROEL. SPD 
POLITICIANS HAVE ALSO BLAMED THE LOW VOTER TURNOUT 
(SEE PARA ONE ABOVE) FOR PART OF THEIR DEFEAT BUT 
JUST WHO GAINED OR LOST BY THIS FACTOR IS IN REALITY 
AN OPEN QUESTION. 

6. THE BIG WINNER IN HESSEN ON MARCH 20 WAS ALFRED 
DREGGER. HE ACCOMPLISHED WHAT HE SETOUT TO DO, 
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NAMELY, TO CAPTURE HESSEN'S "RED CITY HALLS". 

DREGGER'S LATEST SUCCESS COMES ON TOP OF THE CDU’S 
VERY GOOD SHOWING IN HESSEN AT BUNDESTAG 
ELECTION ON OCTOBER 3, 1976, AND THE RESULTS OF 
THE 1974 LANDTAG ELECTIONS IN WHICH DREGGER MADE 
HIS PARTY OF THE FIRST TIME HESSEN'S LARGEST, 

MISSING AN ABSOLUTE MAJORITY BY TWO AND A HALF PERCNET 
OF THE VOTE. DREGGER' STRATEGY CONCENTRATING ON 
GRASSROOTS LEVEL ORGANIZATION AND COMPAIGNING AS 
WELL AS HIS HARD LINE VIS-A-VIS THE FDP ESPECIALLY 
ON THE ISSUE OF EDUCATION POLICY HAVE PAID OFF. 

WITH THIS LATEST VICTORY IN HIS POCKET ALFRED 
DREGGER'S POWER AND INFLUENCE ON THE NATIONAL 
LEVEL OF THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS WILL ALSO GROW. 

HE IS NOW LIKELY TO TURN HIS IMMEDIATE ATTENTION 
AND POLITICAL ABILITIES TO THE HESSEN LANDTAG 
ELECTIONS TO BE HELD IN THE FALL OF 1978 WITH THE 
AIM OF HAVING THE CDU TAKE OVER THE SPD/FDP 
COALITION IN WIESBADEN. IF PRESENT TRENDS CONTINUE 
HE STANDS A BETTER THAN EVEN CHANCE OF DOING JUST 
THAT. (DETAILED RESULTS OF ELECTION OUTCOME WILL 
BE REPORTED BY AIRGR AM . )LEHM ANN 
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